
Ramblers Lake District Area

Minutes  of  Area  Footpaths  Committee  meeting  held  at  Stricklandgate  Methodist
Church Hall, Kendal, on Saturday 18 February 2017

Present
Vice-Chairman: Brian Jones
Group  Footpath  Secretaries:  Alan  Duval
(Penrith), 
Others:  Dennis  Pook  (Area  Footpath
Secretary),  Ian  Brodie,  David  Staton
(Kendal Group Access Officer)

1/17 Apologies
Phil  Walker  (Furness),  Dave  Harrison
(Kendal)  Jean  Walker  (Lancaster),
Jennifer  Gallagher  (Grange) Neil  Herbert
(Lancaster)

2/17 Minutes of 15/10/2017 meeting 
Approved

3/17 Matters Arising
25/16, 14/16, 3/16 Trowbarrow Quarry
BJ-Network  Rail  has  renewed  the  level
crossing  closure  order  for  a  further  12
months.  Legal  proceedings  are  ongoing
over  dedicating  the alternative route.  AD
commented that a Highway Authority can
make  an  order  and  then  pay
compensation to the landowner.

25/16, 10/16 YDNPA FP Advisory Group
BJ-Now  that  the  YDNP  has  been
extended into both the Penrith and Kendal
Group  areas  AD and  Ernie  Robin  could
attend  the  meetings.  AD  indicated  he
would attend meetings and DP to contact
ER.  Also  the  Park  rangers  will  be
encouraged to contact directly Group FP
Secretaries regards PRoW issues. 

28/16 Hadrian’s Wall Trail
DP did write a letter  of  objection as diid
Neil  Allender  of  the  Northumbria
Ramblers.  Ramblers’  CEO  Vanessa
Griffiths also wrote to Trail  Officer David
McGlade.

4/17 Sharpe Legacy
The list  of  Ramblers’  suggested projects
has been submitted to Phil Claque who is
acting as the main LDNPA contact.

Helsington  Barrows-At  DP’s  request  IB
has contacted landowner Richard Bagot of
Levens  Estates  who  is  amenable  to
installing access points onto the Brigsteer
Road. David Staton (DS) of Kendal Group
is to contact Graham Standring of LDNPA
to  arrange  a  joint  site  meeting  with
Richard Bagot and IB to discuss specific
site for the access points. DP will ask Area
Council for approval to set aside £1000 for
this project.
Swinside-Improvement of Permissive Path
IB suggested that he and DP/ AD make a
site visit  to  discuss  this  project  with Lee
Schofield of RSPB who are the tenants of
landowners United Utilities. 

5/17 Access
IB-Coastal Trail 
The  building  of  a  jetty  at  the  Moorside
project,  to  reduce  road  transport  of
materials, will block the coastal path and a
9 year, 9km diversion is proposed by the
developers. IB along with representatives
of  FoLD  and  OSS  will  attend  a  site
meeting to request  an underpass on the
access road to the jetty. On a positive note
the  developers  have  offered  to  build  a
footbridge  over  the  River  Ehen  in  the
south-western part of the site. 

DS-Farleton Fell 
Following discussions, National Trust have
agreed  to  install  a  ladder  stile  at  SD
546799  which  will  provide  a  more
convenient  access  to  a  track  leading
southward  to  the  bridleway  of  the
‘Limestone  Link’.  IB  commented  that  a
kissing gate is  a first  preference but  DS
said that a ladder stile was the only option
acceptable to all parties.

IB-Hollow  Watering  Place,  Keswick
Fencing has been erected on this common
land as part of a flood defence scheme. IB
is  to  ask  Area  Council  for  approval  to
object on behalf of Ramblers.



IB-The Forestry  Commission is  providing
grants/  permission  for  tree  planting  on
Access  Land,  often  without  a  specific
condition  that  the  land  remains  access
land  in  perpetuity.  Any  review  of  the
CRoW Act would provide the opportunity
for  landowners  to  remove  the  wooded
area from Access Land. Ramblers should
have a national strategy/ policy on this and
the  matter  will  be  raised  with  CEO
Vanessa  Griffiths  who  is  attending  the
Area Council meeting.

IB-Kendal Fell
IB understands that the Golf Club’s tenant
lease on this common land (Town Green)
has the clause that SLDC will put in place
measures  to  reduce  public  access.  This
clause is  ‘ultra  vires’  and furthermore IB
considers  that  some  of  the  buildings
erected by the golf club are illegal. IB/DS
are  to  contact  Colin  Boothman  (Kendal
Group countryside officer).

IB-Car Rallies at Grizedale and Whinlatter
When PRoWs are temporarily closed does
this  also  prevent  public  access  to  any
associated ‘Right to Roam’ land. DP is to
ask Nick Thorne.

6/17 Case Studies
AD-Cross Croft, Appleby 
Following  the  public  inquiry  held  29th

November 2016 the inspector decided not
to confirm the order which meant that the
level  crossing  could  not  be  closed.
Network Rail is to appeal the decision in
the High Court. Story Homes wrote to AD
thanking  him  for  giving  evidence  at  the
public inquiry.

7/17 Lost Ways
DS An apparent gap in the OS mapping of
a  PRoW  at  Newbiggin  proved  to  be  a
waymarked  path  on  the  ground.  There
was  general  comment  that  such
anomalies  in  OS  mapping  are  common
and  the  definitive  map/  statement  is  a
useful  reference when investigating  such
apparent gaps.

BJ-Lancaster Group’s work on Lost Ways
is  going well  but  progress in  the  rest  of
Lancashire does not  appear  to be going
so well.

8/17 Ease of Use Surveys 
Sarah Blackmore of LDNPA is organising
a workshop for new volunteers. At least 12
people  have  expressed  an  interest,
including  5  members  of  the  affiliated
Keswick  ramblers  who  will  provide  a
useful additional resource for carrying out
surveys on the northern fells.

9/17 Big Pathwatch
DP-There is  a suspicion that  the regular
reports submitted to the PRoW teams at
CCC/  LDNPA  are  possibly  ignored
because many of  them have in the past
been rather trivial/ obscure complaints. DP
to  raise  this  issue  with  CEO  Vanessa
Griffiths at the Area Council meeting.

10/17 Next Meeting
10.30 a.m. on Saturday 17th June 2017 in
the  Upper  Room  of  Stricklandgate
Methodist Church Hall, Kendal. 


